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The proposed Hubbard Farms Historic District is located in 
Southwest Detroit approximately 2-1/2 miles from downtown. It is 
composed of approximately three hundred buildings located along 
the principal north-west streets of W. Grand Blvd., Vinewood, 
Hubbard, Scotten and Clark; the major east-west commercial 
thoroughfare, W. Vernor Highway; and the secondary east-west 
streets, Bagley, Porter and Lafayette. Clark Park is the major 
open space in Hubbard Farms; two schools and the Western YMCA are 
situated across the street from the park. The proposed historic 
district is composed primarily of residential buildings, with 
commercial uses on W. Vernor and institutional uses on Vernor, W. 
Grand Blvd., Scotten and Clark. Its significant architecture 
spans the years from 1870 through 1930. 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The boundaries of the proposed district 
are as shown on the attached map and are as follows: 

. 

On the north, W. Vernor Highway; 

On the east, W. Grand Boulevard; 

On the south, W. Lafayette Boulevard; 

On the west, Clark Street . 

HISTORY: The area now referred to as Hubbard Farms was formerly 
in the Township of Springwells. Originally a Pottawatomie Indian 
village, the area was rich in Indian burial mounds. In the 
1830's, one such mound was opened by a party of explorers, 
including Bela Hubbard, who found an abundant deposit of human 
bones, arrow heads, stone axes, and other relics. Hubbard also 
reported that on the north bank of the Detroit River just below 
Fort Wayne was an elliptical or circular earthwork, evidentially 
an ancient fortification. 

The French granted Springwells to Robert Navarre, Jr. in the 
1700's. They called it "Belle Fountaine", or "Beautiful 
Springs," because of the natural springs located near the 
present site of Fort Wayne. These natural springs furnished an 
ample supply of water for General Hull's troops, encamped there 
during the War of 1812. Clark's Mineral Springs Baths on the 
north side of Fort between Clark and Scotten lasted well into the 
second decade of the twentieth century. The earliest English 
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name given to the area was "Spring Hill", and it was officially 
named Springwells Township by an act of the state legislature on 
April 12, 1827. 

Springwells Township was initially settled by the French, the 
granting of lands following the pattern usual in the Detroit 
area. The proposed Hubbard Farms Historic District occupies 
parts of five private claims, or French ribbon farms. The 
easternmost was the Alexis Campau Farm, which extends from the 
east side of Vinewood to 25th St. The United States government 
confirmed the rights to P.C. 78 for the heirs of Alexis Campau in 
1811. The Alexis Campau Farm was one of two farms granted to 
members of the prominent Campau family in the Hubbard Farms area. 
Much of the A, Campau Farm was sold to Bela Hubbard in 1853 by 
James Harper and Magdelaine Vernette Campau, his wife. 

Private Claim 77, which includes the west side of Vinewood and 
both sides of Hubbard, was confirmed to Whitmore Knaggs by the 
United States government on Dec. 28, 1807. The Knaggs' arrival 
in Detroit was contemporary with the acquisition of Canada and 
the Northwest Territory by the English. Whitmore Knaggs' parents 
came to Detroit under English rule and lived at Fort Detroit. 
They entered the fur trade, with Mrs. Knaggs, of Dutch ancestry, 
running the store. Whitmore Knaggs, born in 1763, was one of six 
children. He became conversant in English, Dutch, French, and 
five Indian tribe dialects and was also quite familiar with the 
habits and customs of the Native Americans. Consequently, he 
became invaluable to the British generals in the Territory - St, 
Clair, Hull, and Winchester. During the War of 1812, he was a 
militiaman who became a prisoner of war. He later served as 
chief interpreter to General Cass, then an Indian agent. 

When Knaggs married Josette Labadie, daughter of Pierre 
Descompte, he was then living in a log cabin on the 300 acre 
Knaggs Farm in Springwells that he purchased from a Frenchman 
named Gobelie. He built his frame house of logs and clapboard 
around 1790; it stood near the corner of River St. and Swain. 
Whitmore Knaggs died in 1826, leaving four sons and one daughter; 
his wife died in 1840. 

The Knaggs Farm, then around two miles from the western limit of 
Detroit, was sold to Thomas Hubbard of Hamilton, New York, in 
1835; he bought it for his son, Bela (1814-1896) who needed to 
come west to find a "milder" climate for his health. Bela 
Hubbard was a graduate of Hamilton College. After his arrival in 
Detroit, Bela opened a real estate office. He lived in the 
Knaggs house for years with his first wife, Sarah. While his 
main line of work w�s with Hubbard and King, a lumber and real 
estate company, he accomplished many other things in his 
lifetime. 

In 1837, Bela Hubbard was appointed assistant geologist of the 
State Geological Survey under Douglass Houghton. Hubbard became 
an author, writing extensively on the geography, topography, and 
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geology of the south shore of Lake Superior, and publishing a 
book on the subject in 1846 with W.A. Burt. Obviously a man of 
many interests, he was admitted to the Michigan bar in 1842. He 
was one of the organizers of the State Agricultural Society in 
1849, a member of the Young Men's Society of Detroit and its 
president in 1845, one of the organizers of the American 
Association of Geologists and Naturalists, the forerunner of the 
present American Association for the Advancement of Science. As 
a student of the early history of Michigan, he was keenly 
interested in the history of the French period on the Great 
Lakes. Hubbard wrote Memorials of a Half-Century, published in 
1888. 

Hubbard was familiar with the publications of Andrew Jackson 
Downing (1815-1852),the leading landscape architect and 
architectural theorist of the time who wrote about picturesque 
Italian villas and landscaping. When it came time to build a 
retirement home, Bela Hubbard, nature-lover at heart, had a 
vision of a Romantic villa surrounded by semi-natural parks and 
gardens. By 1853, he had asked Alexander Jackson Davis, 
architect and disciple of Andrew Jackson Downing, to design an 
Italian Villa. In addition, he persuaded his friend and brother­
in-law, John C. Braughman, and another friend, Christopher Reeve, 
to commission designs from Davis. Hubbard's estate occupied 
eighteen acres between Fort and te river and included, in 
addition to the house, a small pond, a garden, an orchard, 
curving drives and walks. He and his wife named the estate 
"Vinewood". Vinewood Avenue, a roadway lined with overgrown 
trees and native grape vines, was named after the estate when it 
was laid out in 1856. Indian Avenue was named as such in 1856 
because it crossed a ridge which abounded in Indian graves, but 
was later renamed Hubbard. 

Hubbard was a civic minded individual who contributed to making 
Detroit a more beautiful place. Among his civic endeavors, he 
commissioned four- statues of Marquette, Richard, LaSalle and 
Cadillac for the Detroit City Hall; these now stand near the 
former St. Andrews Episcopal Church on the Wayne State University 
campus. In his later years, Bela was involved with the creation 
of the boulevard around the city, and at his own expense built a 
road running north from Fort Street which he deeded to the City 
of Detroit in 1887 to become part of West Grand Boulevard. An 
enthusiastic patron of the arts, Hubbard was one of the founders 
of the Detroit Museum of Art. 

Hubbard died on June 13, 1896 at his home on Vinewood. 
was demolished in 1933 to make way for the construction 
Miriam Memorial Branch of Grace Hospital, 

His villa 
of the 

Braughman's Italian villa on Fort next to Hubbard's was also 
completed in 1856. It was better known for its second owner, 
Daniel Scotten, the tobacco magnate who moved there in 1864. The 
grounds of the Bcaughman-Scotten estate lay between Vinewood and 
Hubbard Avenue south of Porter and reaching towards Fort. The 
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densely wooded lot was reportedly full of flowers. Scotten Avenue 
was named after Daniel Scotten in 1867. 

Daniel Scotten, a Scot born in Norfolk, England in 1819, came to 
Detroit in 1853 at the age of 34, and took a job in the tobacco 
business with Isaac Miller. In 1861 he moved to a partnership 
with Granger and Lovett and after Granger left it became Scotten, 
Lovett & Co. until 1877. The firm moved from Cadillac Square to 
w. Fort Street in 1878, where it erected one of the largest
tobacco factories then in the United States, the Hiawatha Tobacco
Works, In 1882, Scotten became sole owner. The company employed
1000-1200 men and women in 1896.

In addition to his position as a tobacco magnate, Scotten was a 
real estate entrepreneur. He platted his first subdivision in 
1866 and owned a number properties, including the Hotel Cadillac, 
brick blocks on Gratiot, Grand River, 12th Street, West Fort, and 
stores on Jefferson. He also owned several dwellings and platted 
27 subdivisions into 2481 lots. Scotten also owned significant 
amounts of farmland across the river around Sandwich, where he 
grazed cattle, 

Scotten had a reputation as being eccentric, He did not believe 
in typical philanthropic efforts; instead, he expressed his 
generosity more directly. He raised turkeys on his property and 
gave them away, along with firewood, dry goods, clothes and 
flour. His benefactors called him "Uncle Daniel". He expressed 
his philanthropic philosophy on his death bed when he was quoted 
as saying, "Am I going to give Detroit anything?, .• No, sir, 
nothing to the City. I have been giving to my people all my 
life.• Scotten had one daughter, Elizabeth; when he died in 1899 
he left an estate reported as worth $7 million. 

To the west of the Knaggs/Hubbard Farm was the Jean-Baptiste 
Campau Farm, or Private Claim 563, The U.S. government 
reconfirmed the grant of 137.6 acres in 1811. The farm was 
subdivided in 1852 Eor the heirs of J.B. Campau, and subsequently 
sold, primarily in the 1870's and 1880's, to a number of 
individuals who further subdivided the property into house lots. 

The two westernmost claims, P.C. 583 and P,C, 47, comprising 
approximately 377 acres, were confirmed to Jacob Visger in 1807 
by the U,S government. I� the proposed district, the breadth of 
P.C. 583 is the same as that of Clark Park, while P.C. 47 is
between McKinstry and Clark.

John P. Clark, known for promoting the fishing business along the 
Detroit and Maumee Rivers, was best known in Detroit as a 
shipbuilder, owner and founder of the Clark Dry Dock Company, and 
land developer. He was born in 1808 in New York, and his family 
moved to Ohio when he was still a young boy. Not having much 
interest in school, Clark began his business career at an early 
age in Toledo, Ohio where he earned 50 cents a week fishing on 
the banks of the Maumee River. Within ten years, Clark was 
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shipping large quantities of catfish to New Orleans, becoming the 
largest distributor of catfish outside the state of Louisiana. 
Seeing the rivers as much more than giant fishing ponds, Clark 
began to build his vast fortune on the waterways of the region. 

In 1833 Clark purchased a steambarge and started a towing service 
on the Great Lakes. In 1838, Clark moved to Detroit and started 
his shipbuilding business. He began by buying and selling small 
schooners and within two years he was selling craft of all kinds. 
In 1850 Clark founded the Clark Dry Dock Company at Springwells 
where he built a large number of steam and sail vessels including 
the� Cook, Alaska, Pearl, Gazelle, and Riverside. By the late 
1860's Clark Dry Dock had become part of the Detroit Dry Dock 
Company after a merger. 

Clark spent the last twenty years of his life developing much of 
the land he had acquired earlier in his career. Clark's 
knowledge of the city's development enabled him to invest wisely 
in real estate. Already one of the richest men in the state, 
Clark wanted wanted to do something that would benefit the people 
of Detroit while also memorializing himself. Upon his death in 
1888, he deeded the parcel of land known as Clark Grove to the 
city for a park. According to the will the city would receive 
only half of the parcel of land called Clark Grove and would have 
to purchased the remaining half with the following provisions: 
all the native timber was to remain except where walkways and 
drives were constructed and the beaver dam was to remain and kept 
in its present condition. The city was to pay the executors of 
the estate "a fair price" for the other half of the parcel. The 
land was to be used as a public park and would forever be named 
the John P. Clark Park. If the city could not live up to the 
conditions of the will, the land would revert to the Clark heirs. 

In 1891, Detroit's City Council voted to accept the terms of the 
gift, and appropriated $46,000 for the purchase of the land and 
another $10,000 for improvements to the park. The superintendent 
of Detroit's Parks and Boulevard Commission, John Elstrom, was 
responsible for development. The park land was 1,950 feet long, 
337 feet wide, and 18 inches below street level forming a natural 
basin of drainage at the foot of Lafayette Street. It was 
rectangular, contained 24 acres and was bounded by Dix (Vernor), 
Scotten, Clark, and Lafayette. According to an 1891 newspaper 
article, "Clark Park was the only tract of forest timber left in 
the city. The park was home to a variety of trees including oak, 
elm, hickory, ash, and hawthrone, measuring 60 feet tall ••• many 
being over 200 years old." 

Ulitizing the park's natural resouces and abiding by the 
provisions of Clark's will, Elstrom did very little to interfere 
with its natural beauty. According to the diagram he submitted 
to the Park Commission, Clark Park would consist of a series of 
winding walkways which would allow a person to travel throughout 
the entire park. These walks would be 10 ft. wide and surfaced 
with gravel; no carriages would be allowed in the park. At the 
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intersection of these walks would be circular spaces of about 20 
ft. over which shelters would be erected. To deal with the 
drainage problem, the waterways would be directed toward the site 
of a geyser fountain which would also form the supply for a canal 
system. Clark Park was opened to the public at the turn of the 
century. 

The park underwent its first major renovation in 1910 and 
continued to change as the community changed. Over the years 
trees and other foliage have been removed to create softball 
fields and playgrounds. Today only a few trees remain at the 
south end of Clark Park. It continues to serve as a major 
recreational area for the people of southwest Detroit. 

The Hubbard Farms area was incorporated into the City of Detroit 
around 1885. Horse-drawn and electric trolleys served the area 
in the late nineteenth century, providing easy access to the 
central city. The Dix Avenue Railway was approved in 1886 and its 
route was from the intersection of Baker (now Bagley) and 24th 
Streets to Dix Road (now Vernor), continuing along Dix Road to 
the City limits. There was also a Springwells Citizen's Railway 
(1873) and a Grand Trunk Junction Street Railway Co. The 
Springwells Line came under the auspices of the Detroit Railway 
in 1895, 

Because property was subdivided by different individuals and sold 
as house lots at different times under different restrictions, a 
great variety of building types became available to serve the 
differing needs of people, No one ethnic group originally 
dominated Hubbard Farms; in fact, its occupancy reflected the 
different waves of immigration in Detroit throughout the 19th and 
20th centuries. Knaggs, Hubbard, Scotten, Ferrand and other 
early residents were of northern European descent; German and 
Irish names are common in the late 19th century city directories 
and Eastern European names appear occasionally after World War I, 
The area today has a cultural identification with Detroit's 
Hispanic community. 
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Western High School is a long three-story Georgian Revival 
institutional building with a projecting central pavilion that is 
the focus of the design. The pavilion features large smooth 
blocks of regularly laid limestone facing its first story and a 
row of six smooth stone pilasters bearing an entablature applied 
to the second and third stories. Between the pilasters are large 
multi-paned windows, one per bay, with stone keystones and 
balconets. Above the modillion cornice, a wooden belfry is 
centered on the ridge of the shallow gabled roof. Deep entrance 
openings in the central pavilion occur at its corners as three­
sided one-story appendages with brick and stone parapets with 
cartouches on each face. 

The flanking wings of western High are less ornate in appearance, 
but attractively carry through the Georgian idiom. Although 
brick, the first story is separated from the second by a stone 
string course, and windows throughout are multi-paned. Those on 
the first and second stories have stone keystones, While the 
rooflines of the wings are slightly lower than the central 
pavilion, the modillion cornice is carried throughout. A modern 
addition is located to the north. 

7. 1256 Scotten, Beck House, 1904.

Frederick Construction Co. built the house for Wm. G. Beck, a 
saloon and billiard hall keeper (located at 400 Scotten). 
Frederick was a stone, concrete contractor; note fieldstone 
foundations and cut stone porch foundations. Estimated cost of 
construction was $4000. 

The Beck House has a Romanesque feel, due to the heavy stone 
foundations that appear to anchor it to the ground, the triple 
round-arched windows, and the stone trimmed square brick columns 
that support the overhang of the recessed entrance. The 
fishscale-shingled cross-gable at attic level on the south end of 
the front facade is offset by the bay with the five-sided roof to 
its north. 

8. Yorba Hotel, 4020 w. Lafayette Blvd., 1923,

The Yorba Hotel was constructed in 1923 (permit #79926) at an 
estimated cost of construction of just under $200,000 by the 
Detroit architectural firm of Pollmer and Ropes for Samuel 
Plotkin, a Russian born Jew who came to Detroit in 1906. Plotkin 
built and managed several hotels in Detroit and Pontiac, the 
Yorba being one of them. 

The Yorba stands as a landmark as seen from the Fisher Freeway 
near the Clark Street exit. The most recognizable feature of the 
building is the large sign supported on a metal structure that 
says "HOTEL YORBA". The edifice is four-stories tall with a 
resurfaced first story and brick above. Its facade consists of a 
wide central section separated from the flanking sections by 
narrow strips of quoins. It is symmetrical; double-hung sash 
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The Sagendorph House was built in 1908 at an estimated cost of 
construction of $4500. While its full width porch creates the 
appearance of a larger house, it is only 28'x 42' in size. In 
style, the home in English Revival, with the stucco second and 
attic story bearing decorative half-timbering, Its steeply 
pitched roof with frontal gable has very wide overhangs. The 
first story is brick, and together with the solid looking brick 
porch piers, porch walls, and foundations, acts to give the house 
the appearance of weightiness. There is a bowed window to the 
south side of the front facade. 

13. 1071 Hubbard, Walker-Sumner House, 1899.

Frederick A.C. Walker was employed by Walter, Krausmann & Kuhn 
(dry goods, carpets, shoes, ladies and men's furnishings, 86-88 
Gratiot Ave.) when he was issued permit J286 on April 18, 1899 
for the construction of this house at an estimated cost of 
$4000. Walker sold the property to Carl and Frances Sumner in 
1906. They owned the Sumner Furniture Company, located on 
Michigan and Fourth; Carl Sumner was the secretary/treasurer. 
The business closed during the Depression. 

The house was sold out of the Sumner family in 1978 and bought 
back in 1982 by the grandson of the Sumners; it is now occupied 
by 3rd and 4th generation Sumners. 

The Walker-Sumner House has a fake brick shingle front facade 
while the clapboard has been restored at the sides and rear. At 
the southeast corner of the front facade is an engaged three­
story conical tower. The third stage of which is frame and 
fenestrated all around with double hung sash windows. The main 
roof over the house is hipped, with an intersecting gable forming 
the shingled dormer over the northern section of the front 
facade. At second story level beneath this gable is a stylized 
corner bracket, a projecting three-sided bay window, and a door. 
The Colonial porch with its pediment over the entrance part 
occupies the width of the front facade, minus the tower. A 
jerkin-headed roof over a section of the south elevation is 
further evidence of the variety of roof forms, window 
arrangements and materials utilized in the design of this very 
handsome Queen Anne house. 

14. 1250 Hubbard, Whitedel Apts., 1928

A permit for the construction for an apartment building was taken 
out in 1926 with Charles Agree listed as the architect. Agree 
was the architect of the Vanity Ballroom and many other theatres 
and apartment buildings of the 1920's and 30's in Detroit. White 
and Delehanty were listed as the owners. This permit was 
apparently cancelled, and different owners received a permit for 
the construction of the building. Given its appearance, the 
plans by Agree may have been used by the new owners. Also, the 
name of the building is obviously derived from White and 
Delehanty. 
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Hugh J. Wood, attorney with Greenslade Oil Co., was issued permit 
1937 to construct this two story dwelling at a cost of $3500. 
Andrew C. Wood, owner of the property, was also with the 
Greenslade Oil Co., with its works on 23rd and Michigan Central 
Rail Road and offices on Jefferson Ave. downtown. The property 
was transferred to the Andrew C. Wood Realty Co. in 1907. The 
Wood House was later home to Lorina Parsons' Gray Tower School of 
Arts from approximately 1920 to 1940. 

The house itself is a two and 1/2 story formed stone turn-of-the­
century Queen Anne style building with a cross-gable roof. A 
three-story engaged tower with flat roof is at the southeast 
corner of the edifice. Beneath the arched window in the gable 
section of the front facade in a three sided bay window at second 
story level. A Classically inspired porch with ionic columns and 
pediment roof over the entrance wraps around to the north 
elevation, the wrap around section with a conical roof. 

20. 330 w. Grand Blvd., Aijalon Missionary Baptist Church, 1892
and later, formerly Immanuel Presbyterian Church.

Immanauel Presbyterian Church was organized in March 1888 as a 
Sabbath School under the direction of an exploration committee of 
the Presbyterian Alliance. Early meetings of the society were 
held at Baker's Hall located on the corner of what was then Baker 
Street (now Bagley) near Eighteenth. The society's 42 members 
agreed to take the name the Baker Street Presbyterian Church. 

Under the advice of the Alliance, Baker Street Presbyterian 
appointed the Rev. J. F. Summerville as its pastor, and purchased 
several lots on the corner of w. Grand Blvd. and Porter for 
$6,800. Fort Street Presbyterian Church then agreed to build a 
chapel, costing approximately $8,000 and present it to the Baker 
Street Church. They commissioned the architectural firm of 
Badgley & Nicklas of Cleveland, Ohio to design the chapel. Upon 
completion, the cost had increased to $1300. The chapel 
cornerstone was laid on September 20, 1892, and the name was 
changed to Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. Summerville retired after the completion of the chapel, and 
Rev. Robert A. Carnahan immediately accepted the call for a new 
pastor. When he arrived, he found a church that was heavily in 
debt and a membership that was faltering. Rev. Carnahan set his 
goal to make Immanuel a strong and leading member of the 
Presbyterian family in Detroit. It was under his leadership that 
Immanuel gained the reputation of being the "church with a 
heart." 

Within the first year of his leadership, Rev. Carnahan put the 
church's debt to rest and more than doubled its membership. He 
practiced his philosophy of aiding the city's poor, regardless of 
their "nationality, creed, color, or previous condition of 
servitude," and within a few short months the congregation of 
Immanuel was supporting 362 families and had given temporary 
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25. Bowen Library, 3648 W. Vernor, 1912.

The Bowen Branch of the Detroit Public Library, located at 3648 
West Vernor, was named for prominent attorney and library 
commission member Herbert Bowen. Originally designated Branch #3 
when it opened in Western High School in 1900, the branch moved 
to 464 Dix in 1907 and to the present building on December 28, 
1912. The Bowen Branch was one of several Carneigie branch 
libraries in Detroit. 

At the turn of the century mutimillionaire steel industrialist 
and philanthropist Andrew Carneigie offered $750,000 for the 
construction of a main library and branches to expand Detroit's 
library system. However, because of Carneigie's oppressive labor 
policies it was not until 1910 that Detroit's City Council 
accepted the gift. According to the agreement the city was 
responsible for acquisition of land and books and the maintenance 
of the libraries. A $40,000 limit was placed on each branch and 
local architects were to be selected from a pool of Detroit's 
finest. However, Carnegie's representative in Detroit was not 
impressed with the Detroit architects, feeling that they lacked 
experience with the speciality of library design. Examples from 
other cities were provided, and the Detroit architects produced 
acceptable and even distinguished designs. 

Four of the eight Carnegie-built branch libraries in Detroit are 
on the Grand Boulevard. They represent Detroit's participation 
in a significant phase in expansion of public library systems in 
America. 

The Bowen Library was designed by William B. Stratton, a Detroit 
architect important for his involvment in the Arts and Crafts 
movement. Bowen Library was designed in the English Collegiate 
style. Its exterior walls are buff Ohio stone and red vitrified 
brick; its multiple hipped roof was originally slate. Bowen 
Library is not elaborate in its detail, most of which was 
executed in stone. The entrance is understated, being tucked 
into the intersection of two wings. Its scale and simplicity 
fill its corner location in the Hubbard Farms community with 
dignity. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Historic Designation Advisory Board 
recommends that the City Council establish the Hubbard Farms 
Historic District, with the design treatment level of 
conservation. A draft ordinance for the establishment of the 
district is attached for consideration by City Council. 








